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There, in that place, began a new and definitive stage of the story of God’s loving
outreach to this world of ours. This divine outreach has within it the power to change
everyone and everything for the best. This Christmas night 2020, after the year we
have had, let us like the shepherds journey in our hearts to that stable. Let us wonder
before the new-born baby. Let us become part of the story which, although it began
those many years ago, continues today. A story which has the power, now as it did
then, to change and transform our lives for the better. Let us go and see! (Aileen
Cawley, 2020)

Pause for a few moments of silent reflection

Children’s Activity

Make a birthday card for Jesus — include your own birthday message to him.

Ritual Action

Take the wrapped figure of Jesus from under the tree and open it. If there are children
present, have one of them place the baby Jesus in the crib. Sing together:

Silent night, holy night

All is calm, all is bright

'Round yon virgin Mother and Child
Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace

Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories stream from heaven afar;
Heavenly hosts sing Al-le-lu-ia!
Christ the Saviour is born!
Christ the Saviour is born!

Blessing of the Crib

God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation you have made
manifest your love: when our need for a Saviour was great, you sent your Son to be
born of the Virgin Mary. To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy and
love. Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of the humble
birth of Jesus, and raise up our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and Saviour of
all, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen

The crib may be sprinkled with some Holy Water



We take a moment to bring before God our needs and the needs of the world on this
special night:

Lord Jesus, help us create a manger in our hearts this Christmas, where you and
your message may find a true home. (pause)

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

We pray for our families — those who are here with us, those who cannot be with us
and those who have gone home to God. (pause)

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are homeless or hungry, sick or sad, in poverty or at war this
night. May we be generous and supportive in our response to others need. (pause)

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Add your own intercessions here. (pause)

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

(pause)
“What can I give him, Poor as [ am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb,
If I were a wise man, I would do my part,
Yet what I can I give Him - Give my heart.” (Christina Rosetti)
Amen

The Lord bless us and keep us; The Lord make his face shine upon us and be
gracious to us; The Lord turn his face toward us and give us his peace both now and
forever. Amen

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Write a blessing for Santa and put it with his treat. Spend some time in prayer before
the crib — take each character and try to see the scene through their eyes.
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