Resources for personal discernment about being a diocesan priest

These questions might help you to begin the discernment process:

e What is really important to me and gives meaning to my life?

e How has God revealed Himself to me in the past? (This may be through particular
scriptures which resonate with you, events, or interactions with others).

e What brings me a sense of peace and fulfilment?

e When do I most feel God is present to me?

e Do I feel a desire to be a diocesan priest?

It might be useful to keep a journal to note down your feelings and responses as you spend time in
prayer. This helps us recognise patterns in our discernment journey.

Praying with Scripture

God has a plan for you. He has called you into being and loves you more than you could ever
realise. Spend some time in silence reading and reflecting on any one of the following;:

s

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you
a prophet to the nations.” Then I said, Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a
youth.” But the Lord said to me, ‘Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go,
and whatever I command you, you shall speak.” (Jeremiah 1:4-7)

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give
you a future with hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

“Then Eli realised that the Lord was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls
you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. The Lord
came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your
servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3:8-10)

“And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, ‘Here
am I! Send me.”” (Isaiah 6:8)

“18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the lake — for they were fishermen. 1 And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will
make you fish for people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 2! As he went from there, he
saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee,
mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.”
(Matthew 4:18-22)



“The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples; and he looked at Jesus as he walked, and
said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned,
and saw them following, and said to them, ‘What do you seek?’ And they said to him, ‘Rabbi” (which means
Teacher), ‘where are you staying?” He said to them, ‘Come and see.” They came and saw where he was
staying; and they stayed with him.” (John 1:35-39)

“And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of
the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples,
"The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out
labourers into his harvest.”” (Matthew 9:35-38)

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your
fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. This I command
you, to love one another.” (John 15:16-17)

Reflect on the scripture quotes above or choose others that speak to you. In the silence of your
heart, allow the words of God, your loving Father, to speak to you. What feelings does it evoke in
you? How will you respond?
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